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1. 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA; AN ASSOCIATION 

OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES DEDICATED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRISTIAN UNITY.   

THIS REPORT OUTLINES OUR ACTIVITIES IN THE 2018 CALENDAR YEAR. 

WE INVITE YOU TO READ THIS ANNUAL REPORT TO DISCOVER MORE ABOUT THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

ADDRESS –  79 CAMBOON ROAD, NORANDA 

TELEPHONE –  08 9275 3144 

EMAIL -  EXECUTIVE@CHURCHESWA.ORG.AU 

WEBPAGE WWW.CHURCHESWA.ORG.AU 

  

http://www.churcheswa.org.au/
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3. 

FOREWORD 

Unity is a sacred calling 

‘..that they may all be one.  As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me.  The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that 

they may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may be completely one, so that they 

world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  May they all be 

one, Father, may they be one in us, as you are in me and I am in you.’ (John 17: 20-23 NRSV) 

The Council of Churches of WA (CCWA) is an incorporated association of Churches who seek to be true to the 

sacred calling given to us by Jesus, whose prayer was that we would be one. 

The Council is an expression of this desire for greater unity and cooperation.  CCWA has an important role in: 

• Promoting ecumenical worship 

• Encouraging churches to pray for one another 

• Facilitating formal and informal conversations between people or organisations of different church 
traditions 

• Promoting joint social mission 

• Encouraging churches to work together for justice and peace 

The Third World Conference on Faith and Order in Lund, Sweden in 1952 asked: 

‘Should not our churches ask themselves whether they are showing sufficient eagerness to enter into 

conversation with other churches, and whether they should not act together in all matters except those in which 

deep differences of conviction compel them to act separately?’ 

This question became the ecumenical movement’s “Lund Principle” 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

4. 

OUR MISSION 

“The Council of Churches WA gathers together in pilgrimage those Churches and Christian communities which 
confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the scriptures and who commit themselves to 
deepen their relationship with each other. 

Thus they will express more visibly the unity willed by Christ for the Church, and work together towards the 
fulfilment of their mission of common witness, proclamation and service, to the glory of the one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.” 

The Council of Churches WA calls on churches and Christian groups to deepen their relationships and their 
commitment to their common calling through dialogue, prayer, witness, service, and action in the cause of peace, 
justice and the preservation of the environment.’ 
 

WHAT WE DO… 

The Council of Churches is an independent association incorporated in Western Australia. The Council has 
collegial relationships with ecumenical councils in other states of Australia, and with the National Council of 
Churches in Australia (NCCA). 

The Council has no formal structural ties with the World Council of Churches, although many of CCWA’s member 
churches are members of the WCC.  Many of the WCC study documents, programmes and initiatives are 
welcomed by the Council and assist in ecumenical endeavours in WA. 

The Council of Churches exists to assist our members to work together on a variety of common interests 
including: 

 Worship and praying together 

 Working together especially in the areas of hospital and prison chaplaincies through the work of the 
Chaplaincy Committee 

 Raising money for overseas aid and development through Act for Peace, the international aid 
agency of the National Council of Churches. 

 Meeting with State Government agencies and civic bodies who are interested in similar areas of 
concern such as Restorative Justice and Prison Reform, Sustainability, Social Justice and 
Refugees. 

CCWA encourages and assists member churches as they: 

 Plan ecumenical community projects 

 Seek new ways of sharing buildings and ministry 

The Council can provide the following resources: 

 Networking and communications through our website and newsletter 

 Seasonal studies for ecumenical groups such as Advent and Lent resources 

 Special day resources including Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Refugee and Migrant Sunday, 
Social Justice Sunday, Simply Sharing Week 

 Brochures and information from the National Council of Churches on a variety of topics 

The Council also works in a variety of networks in Australia, in which it represents the member Churches. 

The Executive of the Council of Churches of Western Australia, Inc. 

Members appointed at the 2018 AGM: 
Anglican Church 

Church of Christ Wembley Downs 

Coptic Orthodox Church 

Ethiopian Orthodox Church 

Greek Orthodox Church 

Lutheran Church of Australia 

Religious Society of Friends 

Roman Catholic Church 

Romanian Orthodox Church 

Salvation Army 

St. George Indian Orthodox Church Perth Inc. 
Syrian Orthodox Church 

Uniting Church in Australia 
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CCWA HISTORY 

Despite many denominational divisions over the centuries, there has always been a core group of Christian 
people who were dreaming of, praying for and working towards a greater sense of unity and co-operation among 
Churches. 

The Council of Churches’ history began in the late 1950s, when its name was the “WA Committee for the 
Australian Committee of the World Council of Churches”! Over the years, the most common name was the 
“Western Australian Council of Churches”. 

When the Roman Catholic Church joined, the name changed to the “Conference of Churches of WA”.  In 2003 
the name of the organization changed to “The Council of Churches of Western Australia (Inc)” 

The Council became an incorporated association in 1977.  The first General Secretary appointed in 1963.  The 
Council has been involved with ecumenical advocacy and social justice works, for around half a century. 

We offer an open invitation to other churches to consider our invitation to join with us in this ecumenical work. 

A brief history of the Council of Churches Office Bearers: 

      Executive Officer 
2010-     Mr Alan Jennings, Roman Catholic 
      General Secretary: 
2018 -     Ms Simone Micke, Lutheran Church of Australia 

       Ecumenical Ministry Officer: 
2017- 2018    Ms Simone Micke, Lutheran Church of Australia 
2013- 2017    Rev Frances Hadfield, Uniting Church in Australia 
2011–2013     Rev Isobelle Shortreed, Uniting Church in Australia 
 

      General Secretaries:  
2009-2010     Rev Chris Bedding Locum Executive Officer, Anglican 
1998-2009     Rev Eira Clapton, Anglican 
1992-1998     Rev Wes Hartley, Uniting Church in Australia 
1987-1991     Dr John Neal, Anglican (Full time from 1/1/88-31/12/91) 
1984-1987     Part time General Secretaries, one of whom was 
      Mr George Idle, UCA for a period of 6 months in l986. 
1977-1983     Rev Roy Poole, Anglican 
1972-1977     Rev Keith Dowding, Presbyterian/UCA 
1969-1972     Mr Ian Allsop, Church of Christ 
1963-1969     Rev Laurie G Staton, UCA 
 

      Presidents: 
May 2018 -      Sr Margaret Scharf OP, Roman Catholic  
March 2015 – May 2018   Deacon Theodore Issa, Syrian Orthodox 
March 2012 – December 2014  Bishop Brian Kyme, Anglican  
March 2011- December 2011  Mr Ramzy Sawiris, Coptic Orthodox 
October 2010-March 2011   Paul Martin, Society of Friends (Interim) 
March 2010-October 2010   Rev Dr. Charles Waddell, Roman Catholic 
March 2009-March 2010   Paul Martin, Society of Friends 
March 2007-March 2009   Rev Marie Wilson, Uniting Church in Australia 
March 2005-March 2007   Ven David Ingleson, Anglican 
March 2003-March 2005   Ms Ivonna Dansbergs, Lutheran 
May 2001-March 2003    Mr Graham Nielsen, Uniting Church in Australia 
May 1999-April 2001    Ms Anne Fox, Roman Catholic 
May 1998-April 1999    Rev Greg Harvey, Anglican 
March 1996-April 1998   Deacon Theodore Issa, Syrian Orthodox 
January 1994-February 1996  Ms Wendie Wilkie, Uniting Church in Australia 
December 1992-December 1993  Sr Sonia Wagner, Roman Catholic 
December 1991-November 1992  Sr Libby Rogerson, Roman Catholic 
May 1990-November 1991   Lt Col K B Morgan, Salvation Army 
June 1986-February 1990   Rt Rev Brian Kyme, Anglican 



 

6. 

April 1984-April/May 1986   Mrs Leonie Liveris, Greek Orthodox 
December 1982-March 1984  Rev G Blyth, Uniting Church in Australia 
December 1981-November 1982  Archdeacon Dutton, Anglican 
December 1980-November 1981  Rev V Cornish, Anglican 
June 1979-November 1980   Major F Linsell, Salvation Army 
April 1978-June 1979    Laurie Wilkinson, Society of Friends 
March 1976-February 1978   Rev Jack Wilson, Methodist/Uniting Church in Australia 
March 1974 - February 1976  Mr John Somerville, Churches of Christ 
March 1973 - February 1974  Rev Gary Jacobs, Presbyterian 
April 1972 – November 1971  Rt Rev T B McDonald, Anglican 
June 1970 – November 1970  Rev Keith P Braithwaite, Congregational 
November 11967 – June 1968  Rev Dr. Michael Owen, Presbyterian 
October 1965 – October 1967  Most Rev George Appleton, Anglican 
 

 

 

MEMBERS 

Churches willing to accept the Basis and Objects of the Council and to co-operate in fulfilling its purposes 
through providing financial and participative support may apply for Membership of the Council.  Please see the 
Constitution for further details. 

Member Churches in 2018: 

 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Associates are Churches of Christian Associations sympathetic to the Objects of the Constitution; who are willing 
to participate in the work of CCWA and pay the Associate Member Fee. 

Associate Members in 2018: 

Australian Church Women 
Australian Student Christian Movement 
World Day of Prayer 

 

 

  

Anglican Church 
Church of Christ Wembley Downs 
Coptic Orthodox Church 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
Greek Orthodox Church 
Lutheran Church of Australia 
Religious Society of Friends 

Roman Catholic Church 
Romanian Orthodox Church 
Salvation Army 
St. George Indian Orthodox Church Perth  
Syrian Orthodox Church 
Uniting Church 
 



 

7. 

STRUCTURE 

 

 

The Council meets in full at its Annual General Meeting in April/May and again for its General Meeting in 

September/October each year. 

 

 
Member churches of the Council of Churches WA (Inc) 

Composition of Council meetings 

(Quorum requires fifteen representatives from at least four Member Churches) 

The Heads of Member Churches who are Vice-Presidents of the Council 
Up to ten other delegates from each Member Church 

Up to three delegates from each Member Congregation 
The President, Executive Officer and Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 
Executive Committee 

(Quorum requires six representatives from at least three Member Churches) 
The Executive carries out the decision of the Council 

The Anglican Church, the Roman Catholic Church and the Uniting Church 
can appoint three representatives 

Other Member Churches can appoint one representative as official 
representatives of the Member Church 

 

 

 

Executive Office 

 

 

 

Executive Officer   General Secretary 
Acting Chaplaincy Coordinator    Bookkeeper/Admin Assistant 
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CCWA AGM AGENDA 2019 

 

 

 

1. Opening worship and acknowledge to Country  

2. Word of Welcome  

3. Attendance:  Please sign attendance register prior to the start of the meeting 

4. Apologies 

5. Previous AGM Minutes:  Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 3rd May 2018 have been confirmed 
by the Executive 
Moved:       Seconded:  

6. Business: 

Acceptance of reports as presented: 

 Acceptance of all 2018 Reports 

 Presentation of 2018 Accounts 

 Presentation of the 2018 Auditor’s report 

 2019 Budget 

 

CCWA Constitution 

RESOLUTION 1: 

That the Council of Churches WA Incorporated Constitution updated to comply with the 

requirements of the Associations Incorporations Act 2015, endorsed by the Executive 

Committee and sent to delegates for consideration, be adopted.  

Dayspring Membership 

RESOLUTION 2: 

That Dayspring's associate membership application endorsed by the Executive Committee and 

circulated to delegates for consideration be approved.   

 

Election and Appointments: 

 Election of President  

 Election of Treasurer  

 Appointment of the Auditor  

 Appointment of Member Churches Representation to General Meeting and Executive. 

Guest Speaker: The Most Reverend Kay Goldsworthy AO, Archbishop of the Anglican Diocese Perth  

Close the meeting in prayer. 

Fellowship and light refreshments. 
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CCWA AGM MINUTES 2018 

 

THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF WA (INC) 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, THURSDAY 3 MAY 2018 
ST PETER & EMMAUS CHURCH, JOONDANNA 

 
 
OPENING WORSHIP 
The President, Deacon Theo Issa opened the meeting with a prayer and acknowledged the Noongar people. 

WORD OF WELCOME  
The Chair of the CCWA Executive Committee, Sr Margaret Scharf welcomed attendees to the 2018 Annual 
General Meeting. 

MINUTE SECRETARY:  taken by Alan Jennings 

PRESENT AND APOLOGIES 
Lists of Attendees and Apologies are recorded at the end of these Minutes. 

CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Minutes of the General Meeting 23rd November 2017 previously confirmed by the Executive were received as 
presented. 

ACCEPTANCE OF ALL REPORTS PRESENTED IN THE 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
Moved:  Paul Martin    Seconded: Rev Dennis Ryle    
  That all reports be received and accepted. 

PRESENTATION OF 2017 ACCOUNTS 
The Treasurer referred to his report as printed in the Annual Report. 
Moved: Rod McAuliffe    Seconded: Michael Chan 
  That the Accounts as presented were received and accepted. 

AUDITOR’S 2017 REPORT 
Moved: Rod McAuliffe    Seconded: Deacon Mena Messiha 
  The Auditor’s report as presented in the Annual Report was received and accepted. 

2018 BUDGET 
  The Budget, approved at the December 2017 Executive meeting, was accepted. 

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT: 
Moved: Deacon Theo Issa    Seconded: Graeme Lienert  
That Sr Margaret Scharf be elected to the position of President of the Council of Churches WA (Inc.), replacing 
Deacon Theo Issa whose term of office had expired.  
  The appointment was unanimously received and accepted with acclamation. 

APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER: 
Mr Rod McAuliffe had indicated he was prepared to continue as Treasurer for 2018. 
  The appointment was unanimously received and accepted. 

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR: 
Mr Peter Edwards had indicated he was prepared to continue as Auditor for 2018.   
  The appointment was unanimously received and accepted. 

2018 BUDGET: 

The 2018 Budget was approved at the December 2017 Executive meeting and accepted. 
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2018 APPOINTMENTS OF DELEGATES AND MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE 

ANGLICAN PROVINCE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

General Meeting Delegates and Executive: 

The Venerable Lionel Snell, The Rev Jeni Goring 

The Archbishop and the Bishops of Bunbury and NW Australia are Vice Presidents of CCWA 

CHURCH OF CHRIST WEMBLEY DOWNS 

General Meeting Delegates: 

Rev Dennis Ryle 

Executive: 

Denis Ladbrook 

COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegates: 

Deacon Dr Eihab Bolous, Dr Maha Bolous, Deacon Mina Salib, Mrs Marian Bashai, Deacon Mena 

Messiha, Deacon Mark Mesiha, Deacon Jacob Mesiha, Deacon Bishoy Boutrus, Deacon Fadi Salama, Mrs 

Margaret Salama 

Executive: 

Deacon Mena Messiha 

His Grace Dr Bishop Anba Suriel, V Rev Fr Abram Abdelmalek are Vice Presidents of CCWA 

ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegates and Executive: 

To be advised 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegates and Executive: 

To be advised 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegate and Executive 

Mr Graeme Lienert  

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 

General Meeting Delegate and Executive: 

Mr Paul Martin 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegates and Executive: 

Sr Margaret Scharf and Michael Chan 

The Archbishop of Perth, The Bishops of Bunbury, Geraldton and Broome are Vice Presidents of CCWA 

ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegate and Executive: 

Fr Doru Bucur 

SALVATION ARMY 

General Meeting Delegate and Executive:  Vacant 

Lieut-Colonel Chris Reid, Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army is a Vice President of the CCWA 

SYRIAN OTHODOX CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegates: 
V Rev Fr Boutros Touma Issa, Deacon Touma Issa, Deacon Theo Issa 

Executive: 
Deacon Theo Issa 
V Rev Fr Boutros Touma Issa is a Vice President of the CCWA  
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UNITING CHURCH 

General Meeting Delegates: 
Rev David de Kock. Rev Lee Edwards, Margaret Nielsen, Graham Nielson, Rev Ken Devereux,  
Rev Frances Hadfield 

Executive: 
Mrs Dorothy Carey, Rev Marie Wilson, Rev Pearl McGill 
Rev Steve Francis, the Moderator of the Uniting Church Synod WA is a Vice President of CCWA 

The Delegates and Executive Members as nominated by their respective churches were received and accepted. 

 

ATTENDANCE REGISTER 

Mr Jack Gregor    Guest Speaker 
Fr Doru Bucur    Romanian Orthodox Church Executive/Delegate 
Rev Brian Carey    Uniting Church in Australia 
Dorothy Carey    CCWA Executive Uniting Church in Australia 
Michael Chan    CCWA Executive/Delegate Roman Catholic Church 
Rev Ken Devereux   Uniting Church in Australia Delegate 
Rev Frances Hadfield   Uniting Church in Australia 
Deacon Theo Issa   CCWA President/Executive Syrian Orthodox Church 
Alan Jennings    CCWA Executive officer 
Denis Ladbrook    CCWA Executive Wembley Downs Church of Christ 
Graeme Lienert    CCWA Executive Lutheran Church 
Paul Martin    CCWA Executive/Delegate Religious Society of Friends 
Alan Matthews    Uniting Church in Australia 
Betty Matthews    Uniting Church in Australia 
Rev Pearl McGill    CCWA Executive Uniting Church in Australia 
Deacon Mena Messiha  CCWA Executive Coptic Orthodox Church 
Simone Micke    CCWA Ecumenical Ministry Officer 
Major Laurel Pearce   Australian Church Women WA Unit 
Marilyn Price    Uniting Church in Australia 
Rev Dennis Ryle    Wembley Downs Church of Christ Delegate 
Deacon Fadi Salama   Coptic Orthodox Church Delegate 
Sr Margaret Scharf   CCWA Executive Chair/Delegate Roman Catholic Church 
Coris Tafferschofer   Roman Catholic Church 
Barrie Baker    Australian Student Christian Movement 
Rev John Clapton   Anglican Church / Dayspring 
Rev Mark Illingworth   Uniting Church in Australia 
Adrian Glamorgan   Guest 
Rod McAuliffe    CCWA Treasurer 
 

APOLOGIES 
Archbishop Kay Goldsworthy Anglican Diocese of Perth 
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Perth 
Moderat9or Rev Steve Francis Uniting Church in Australia 
Bishop Gerard Holohan  Roman Catholic Bunbury Diocese 
Bishop Mike Fulwood   Lutheran Church of Australia WA District 
Bishop Michael Morrissey  Catholic Diocese Geraldton 
Rev David de Kock   General Secretary Uniting Church in Australia WA 
Rev Marie Wilson   CCWA Executive Uniting Church in Australia 
Rev Mark Wilson, President  Baptist Church WA 
Rev Fr Richard Smith   CCWA Chaplaincy Committee Roman Catholic Church 
Pastor Tania Watson   Churches of Christ WA 
Rev Graham Wright   CCWA Chaplaincy Committee, Anglican Diocese Perth 
Rev Trevor Goodman-Jones Anglican Church 
Graham Nielsen    Uniting Church Delegate 
Margaret Nielsen   Uniting Church Delegate   
Susette Monk    World Day of Prayer/Prison Chaplains’ Association 
Geoff Bice     Uniting Church in Australia 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT FOR COUNCIL OF CHURCHES WA 2018  

 

I greet you in the name of the Triune God 

2018 commenced with a Planning Day attended by the Executive Board of the 

Council in February 2018 to discuss the progress of our 2017 planning day goals and 

set a plan for the New Year. 

The Council welcomed Jillian MacLachlan Bookkeeper/Administration Officer who 

took on Geraldine’s role as Geraldine decided to retire. 

The council was invited to take part in the Federal Government Expert Panel for the 

Religious Freedom Review which was held in Perth.  The Council took part and 

issued a statement summarising our views on Religious Freedom and articulating other concerns and issues. 

The National Council of Churches held its assembly in March 2018 and the Council was duly represented. 

The monthly newsletter continued to be issued with significant improvements in its delivery and presentation. 

Mr Jack Gregor a retired Senior Commissioner was our speaker at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in May 

and in addition to other discussion topics during the AGM, the Council elected new office bearers with Paul 

Martin being elected as Chair of the Executive, Rod continuing as our Treasurer and myself elected as 

President. 

The Council continued to work with all stakeholders at the Perth Children Hospital and the Association of Head of 

Churches.  The efforts were successful as the Hospital agreed to include Christian symbols in the Chapel with 

the Heads of Churches ensuring the new chapel was blessed and the old chapel was decommissioned at 

Princess Margaret Hospital       

The Chaplaincy Ministry presented few challenges in 2018 and the Council worked tirelessly with local churches, 

government departments, prisons and hospitals to facilitate and provide this ministry to the community. 

The year ended with a very special event as the Council organised an Ecumenical Christmas Carols with the 

Theme “Silent Night”.  The evening was well attended and many member churches participated with a variety of 

traditions bringing together the beautiful and rich heritage that sang praise to the child of Bethlehem.  

I take this opportunity to thank the staff for all their hard work, resilience and commitment spreading the spirit of 

ecumenism in our city and abroad beseeching God the Almighty to bless them and their families. 

Yours in Christ 

 

DEACON THEO ISSA (former President) 

For Sister Margaret Scharf (current President)    
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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES WA 2018  

 

The Council of Churches Executive began the year with a Saturday morning half-day planning meeting, in order 

to identify some issues to focus on throughout the year. The list included: 

1. The Relationship between Heads of Churches and CCWA 

2. Update the IT with software programs needed to improve our communications with 

  the public 

3. The Perth Pilgrimage during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

4. The Church in the Middle East 

5. Communication of role of CCWA to various Middle Eastern Churches 

6. CCWA Church Outreach 

7. Develop a Youth Approach 

The relationship between Heads of Churches (HOC) and CCWA continues to be an issue 

because CCWA would like to have a better line of communication with HOC, since we are a representative body 

of the churches and at the same time unable to speak on their behalf. The issue has not been resolved, yet. 

I am pleased to report that CCWA has updated the IT with updated programs which has made the General 

Secretary’s task much easier and more creative. The CCWA website is an example of the improvements. 

Simone Micke has created a new format and links, developed eNews, and connected with Church Media 

Personnel to share expertise, as well as extend the network. 

The church in the Middle East continues to be in our thoughts and prayers. We desired to understand more the 
plight of the various churches who are dealing with homelessness and asylum, Christian Refugees forced to 
move to other countries, persecution, war, and murder.  We were updated with news as the year progressed. 
CCWA members spent time meeting with Middle Eastern churches, for conversation and to offer an invitation to 
join CCWA.  

Michael Chan kept us updated re the Pan Pacific Chinese Catholic Conference which was held in May, 

particularly with regard to Youth activities. The outreach to Youth continues as a focus of concern for the 

executive.  

CCWA didn’t follow through with a pilgrimage for 2018 because churches were already heavily committed to 

events and services in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which takes place on the week leading up to the 

Feast of Pentecost. However, the Executive organised an Advent evening of Prayer and celebration at the 

Melkite Catholic Church of the Annunciation on 21 December. Various churches shared hymns, songs and 

stories, as together we celebrated the 200th anniversary of the Hymn, Silent Night. This was followed by 

fellowship and sharing of various delicacies. The service was well attended, and it was decided to repeat this, 

earlier in December so that more people could attend. 

 

MARGARET SCHARF OP (former Chairperson) 

For Paul Martin (current Chairperson) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning was the Word  

by Shiloh Sophia McCloud  
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S ANNUAL REPORT 

Greetings to you all, 

Council of Churches WA started in full swing this year with a few events already 

organised prior to the start of 2018. The Pilgrimage for Unity, a past event was planned 

for the end of August in Kings Park but with the schedule already so full, it was postponed 

to another time. Our strategic planning day, was a positive morning of brainstorming, 

discussing, deciding and compiling a list of goals to achieve for the year. I’m pleased to 

report we did achieve the majority of our goals including additional events added 

throughout the year, finishing on a high note with the wonderful and joyful Ecumenical Christmas Service in 

December.  So… Pilgrimage for Unity was not only celebrated on one day or in one week but we truly were 

pilgrims united throughout the whole year of 2018 – listening, learning and loving in the way of Christ.   

Here is a snapshot of occasions that were planned, promoted, hosted, supported and attended and with a short 

summary.  

Freedom of Religion Review and Submission -  at the beginning of February, CCWA and members of other 

denominations and faiths attended the meeting with the Hon. Phillip Ruddock. The discussion centred on 

religious freedom and education, followed by the plight of minority faiths who must deal with the limits placed 

upon them when deciding to build a place of worship. Following the meeting, CCWA submitted a letter to 

Religious Freedom Review Panel by the deadline 14 Feb 2018. The submission can be found on our website 

under News – Media Releases. 

Social Reinvestment Coalition – It was agreed at the December 2017 Executive meeting and the 2018 

planning day that $21,000 was donated to the Social Reinvestment Coalition. A letter and a cheque for the 

mentioned amount was personally delivered by myself to Sophie Stewart, Thursday 15th February. The money 

and letter received with great excitement, as this will contribution has helped greatly towards the work of the 

Social Reinvestment. 

WA Disaster Recovery Chaplaincy Network -  An introductory meeting was held in February 2018 with Rev 

David Jackson from the Uniting Church WA of the proposal of forming the WA DRCN here in WA and how 

CCWA can be part of that plan. 

With the approval of the CCWA executive we are now in partnership with the WA Synod of the Uniting Church, 

progressing to offering a three-day training course to a group of ministry agents to assist in the recovery of 

communities following disasters and emergencies within the WA.  This is being done with the view to form a 

state-wide network of pastoral carers who can engage with the community and churches beyond the initial 

emergency into the recovery phase, as these communities establish new beginnings.   

Similar networks operate through every state and territory in Australia (currently with the exception of WA and 

Queensland) and are gathered into a national body known as AVECA (Australian Volunteer Emergency 

Chaplaincy Alliance).  AVECA is a network of the National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA). It is 

anticipated that the new WA DRCN will be incorporated in the State Disaster Welfare arrangements and, even in 

its infancy, already has representation on AVECA.  

The launch of the three-day training course has now taken place at Noranda Uniting Church April 2019 with 

about 50 people including the attendance of Stephanie Williams – Senior Project Officer from the Emergency 

Services Unit, Department of Communities.  

Heart Foundation Memorial Service was held on Sunday, 6 May 2018 that is an ecumenical service held at the 

St George’s Cathedral that allows family and friends the chance to come together and remember loved ones who 

have passed away from heart disease, light a candle in their memory and pay tribute through music and prayer. I 

was asked to participate in the service with other church representatives.   

 



 

15. 

 

Perth Children’s Hospital Multi-Faith Chapel an organised visited by Alan, Sr Margaret, Rev Peter Abetz and 

myself on Friday May 11 to view the new Multi-Faith Chapel on the 5th floor that is beautifully designed area and 

well thought out to cater for all faiths. 

Annual General Meeting –  was held at St Peters and Emmaus Joondanna, 3 May 2018. Sr Margaret Scharf 

OP accepted nomination and was elected the new CCWA president. Retired Commissioner, Mr Jack Gregor was 

our special guest speaker after the business proceedings who spoke on his perspective on the accountability of 

churches and social expectations within today’s society. 

Ecumenical Gathering - Laura Cregan from NCCA Safe Churches approached the CCWA with the purpose of 

the gathering to invite representatives from as many churches as we can, that are interested in discussing the 

recommendations in the final Royal Commission Report, particularly the 10 child safe standards. It gave an 

opportunity for all church representatives in the safe church space to share and encourage each other. The day 

was facilitated by Laura, Safe Church Coordinator NCCA and myself, with special guest presenters Andrea 

Musulin, Catholic Archdiocese and Mr Colin Petit, Commissioner for Children and Young Adults WA, with 22 

representatives in attendance.  

Saint John’s Heritage Bible held at Notre Dame University, Fremantle, 15 September. A small group attended 

the showing of the bible, present by Dr Angela McCarthy.  It was a wonderful opportunity to see the bible in real 

life, gathered as a group around the book where Angela brought it to life with her knowledge. The Bible will be 

here in Perth till August 2019. 

National Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander Catholic Council (NATSICC) Assembly Perth 1-5 October 2018 

Strong Faith. Strong Youth. Strong Future - CCWA executive agreed to sponsor two local aboriginal people to 

attend the National NATSICC Assembly held here in Perth. At the closing mass, one of the recipients – Bradley, 

gifted the council with tapping sticks that he handcrafted himself as a thank you for opportunity to attend the 

assembly which otherwise would have not been financially possible. Bishop Don Sproxton blessed the tapping 

sticks which are now held in the CCWA office. 

Abraham’s Day hosted by University of Notre Dame, Fremantle an interfaith event celebrating the three religious 

traditions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam that share a common origin in Abraham 5th September 2018. The 

theme for 2018 was ‘How do people of faith engage in a secular world?’. The event also coincided with the final 

day of the ‘Courage to Care’ exhibition – an initiative of the Holocaust Institute of WA – that sought to inspire high 

school students to stand up for others in the face of injustice and persecution.  

CCWA General Meeting, Ethics in the Contemporary Environment – Reverend Dr Joseph Parkinson in 

collaboration with Reverend Brian Carey gave us a fantastic presentation of Ethics in the Contemporary 

Environment that included an interactive Q&A session at the end with the audience. They touched on topics – 

ethics of voluntary assisted euthanasia, is it ethical to be perfect? surrogacy etc. The presentations only just 

touched the tip of the iceberg with the discussion continuing well into supper. Perhaps a further presentation and 

discussion could be organised? 

Silent Night, An Ecumenical Christmas Service - held at the Our Lady of 

the Annunciation, Melkite Church Friday, 21 December 2018.  We called it 

Silent Night to celebrate the anniversary of the well-loved carol Silent Night 

written 200 years ago in Oberndorf, Austria by Franz Xaver Gruber. A 

wonderful attendance and participation by our member churches.  The 

feedback from whom attended the event was very positive and encouraging 

that it has been decided to hold a similar ecumenical service in December 

2019. It definitely was the highlight event for 2018! 

During the year there were several new books launched – 

2018 Year of Youth - Child Protection Week, 4 September at the Duxton Hotel from 7.30am. Andrea 

Musulin launched her new book; Love, Sex & Relationships – The Basic Essentials for Catholic Teenagers. 
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Although Andrea’s book is written for teenagers within the Catholic church it is a valuable resource for any 

teenager.  

Jesus The Forgotten Feminist by Chris Geraghty, 4 September from 7.30pm held at Christ Church. The 

book launch was opened by Bishop Kate Wilmot from the Anglican Perth diocese followed by Chris 

Geraghty presentation of his new book. It is an interesting read. 

Receptive Ecumenism – Listening, Learning and Loving in the Way of Christ, is a response to the growing 

recognition of Receptive Ecumenism as a concept and process that has the potential to bring about the 

greater flourishing of the Church, both within denominations and across the Church universal. This is a 

fabulous read that highlights bible studies, presentations from the 4th Receptive Ecumenism Conference 

held in Canberra Australia 2017. 

Other Events / Groups in 2018 that were supported, promoted and attended by CCWA: World Day of Prayer, 

Palm Sunday Rally, Ecumenical Social Justice Roundtable, City Ministers Gathering, Australian Church Women 

WA Fellowship Day, Peace Conference, Anti-Poverty Week Launch, Anglican Synod, Social Justice Statement 

Launch, Bible Society, ACA WA World Community Day, Anglican Community Fund, Act for Peace, AVECA. 

Special Acknowledgements - a congratulatory letter was sent to V.Rev Fr Boutrous Issa for the celebration of 

his 50th, 60th Jubilees and arriving in Perth WA 30 years ago (1989-2019), establishing the Syrian Orthodox 

Church.  This was sent on behalf of the CCWA. The Issa family responded with a lovely card of thank you as well 

as a framed memento of the jubilees.   

Sr Margaret Scharf OP (CCWA President), celebrated her 40th Jubilee (Ruby) of ministry on 19 December 2018.  

Both Sr Margaret’s, V. Rev Fr Issa, as well as Rev Lee Edwards (40th Jubilee) were acknowledged in our 

monthly e-news newsletter in February 2019.   

CCWA Technology - the second half of the year CCWA office became cloud-based by changing to Microsoft 

SharePoint and our website was changed to an independent c-panel which we now have full control.  The 

software was obtained via Connecting Up from the Microsoft Philanthropy program at virtually no expense to 

CCWA.  The transition went very smoothly and has reduced the costs of maintaining the IT noticeably.  

CCWA e-News continues to be sent out monthly to all our subscribers, highlighting ecumenical events, news and 

resources from WA, rest of Australia and the around the world. If you wish to submit an article or highlight an 

upcoming ecumenical event, please email the office. You can also now subscribe to our e-News newsletter via 

our website if you would like to receive the monthly edition.  Facebook and Twitter has been added to our media 

outreach, giving more opportunities to promote the work of CCWA and our member organisations. You can find 

us by typing our name Council of Churches WA in the search bar.  

Finally, as I mentioned at the beginning of my report, 2018 has been busy, filled with events / occasions that 

gave CCWA an opportunity to be part of ecumenical meetings, events and gatherings, meeting with likeminded 

people from different Christian traditions which was enriching and very fulfilling. I’m excited for what next year will 

bring and look forward to walking with you all, together united in Christ. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

 

 

SIMONE MICKE 

General Secretary 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

Financial 
The Council of Churches is committed to effective budgetary process to ensure that all 

aspects of its operations are adequately resourced.  The budgetary process is connected to 

the strategic planning which will determine what resources will be needed to achieve the goals 

in the strategic plan. 

The audited General Purpose Financial Report for the year ended 31 December 2018 is 

included in the Annual Report which has been circulated to all voting Members. 

The audited Income & Expenditure Statement for 2018 delivered a surplus of $20,973 against a budget deficit of 

$19,532.  The Balance Sheet shows a corresponding increase in Funds of $20,973. 

Shown in Current Liabilities is a Department of Justice prepayment of $293,707 which will fluctuate with each 

quarterly instalment from the Department of Justice. 

There have not been any increases in Member church contributions in 2018 nor will there be in 2019. Anglican 

Community Fund Term Deposit interest rates have fluctuated between 2.2% and 2.45% on a quarterly basis. 

Financial reports for each cost centre/contract are provided to the Executive on a monthly basis showing actual, 

budget and variation, together with YTD actual, budget and variation.  Variations are also reported on monthly.  

With a new Treasurer in 2019 the format of the monthly accounts might change to make them more user friendly. 

Insurances policies have been changed from August to August to January to December to bring them into line 

with the financial year. 

At this stage it is not anticipated that there will be any changes to the model of the prison chaplaincy contract 

similar to the hospital chaplaincy model where chaplains/pastoral workers are employed 

Administration Office 
The Executive Committee is supported by a well-balanced ecumenical part-time staff comprising: Bookkeeper: 

Jillian MacLachlan (Church of Christ) 10 hours a week (0.263FTE), Executive Officer/Chaplaincy Coordinator: 

Alan Jennings (Roman Catholic) 19 hours a week (0.5FTE), Ecumenical Ministry Officer/General Secretary: 

Simone Micke (Lutheran) 30.4 hours a week (0.8FTE).  Simone’s title has been changed from Ecumenical 

Ministry Officer to General Secretary to be consistent with other states. 

An excellent working relationship with the Uniting Church Minister at our Noranda office continues, where the 

hall, chapel and kitchen facilities are always available for Council’s use. 

The computer system is being reviewed for an upgrade. 

A strategic planning day has been arranged for February 2019 to set goals for 2019 and reflect on what has 

been achieved in 2018. 

Governance 
Work has commenced on updating the Constitution which has to be updated to bring it into line with the 

Associations Incorporations Act 2015 by 30th June 2019.  It is not intended to make changes to the Purposes and 

Objects and Functions and Powers but to modify the model rules to create rules specific to the Council of 

Churches to comply with the requirements of the Act. 

For the updated Constitution to come into force, it has to be in accordance with the Council’s current 

Constitution, Clause 18 which requires a special resolution to be passed at the AGM or General Meeting, 

provided that (a) the proposed amendments have been notified to each member church and each delegate at 

least two calendar months before they are considered by the Council, and (b) the proposed amendments are 

approved by three-fourths of the delegates present and voting at the meeting.  

ALAN JENNINGS 

Executive Officer 
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CHAPLAINCY COORDINATOR’S REPORT 

 

“I was in prison and you visited me.” Matthew 25:35 

Full praise goes to the hard working chaplains across the state 

who work in difficult circumstances with prisoners and their 

families.  

Too often there are lockdowns which prevent the chaplains 

meeting with prisoners, education classes and programs 

cancelled as well as cancellation of Sunday services.  Chaplains 

and Officers need our ongoing prayerful support as their roles are 

becoming increasingly more difficult working with prisoners with 

mental illness and drug and alcohol addictions. 

Many of the lockdowns are as a result of Officers being off on stress leave. 

It is still difficult to get Locum chaplains to cover for annual leave.  CCWA works ecumenically with other Service 

Providers to cover for annual leave.  

Following on from a meeting with Matthew Hughes MLA for Kalamunda, together with 2 chaplains, we attended a 

meeting with the Minister for Corrective Services Fran Logan at Parliament House.  The purpose of the meeting 

was to talk about renewal and future contracts and the lack of communication and consultation.  Unfortunately 

has nothing changed. 

It is feared in some quarters that a new contract could be similar to Acacia (Serco) in that chaplaincy days are 

not offered to individual churches but the best fit for the position which could mean that there might only be one 

Service Provider (the then Department of Corrective Services preference) which was previously put forward but 

not accepted by one of the major churches. 

Council of Churches of WA Contract details:  

DCS010-2013B (the same for all Service Providers) 

 Service Agreement 1 July 2010 – 30 June 2013, extended to 30 September 2013  

 then extended to 31 January 2014. 

 A further three-year extension to 31 January 2017  

 then two-year extension to 31 January 2019.  

 It was proposed that an extension be granted to 30th June 2019.   

 This was agreed to by Service Providers on the basis that all Service Providers had input into the review 

process. This did not happen. 

 With no further consultation held with Service Providers it is expected the contract will be further 

extended to 31 December 2019. 
 

I attended the Prison Chaplains’ Association Retreat where two excellent presentations were given on mental 

health chaplaincy and Grief Recovery. I continue to attend the PCA quarterly meetings held at various 

metropolitan prisons and one held in Bunbury. Chaplains are encouraged to attend these meetings and attend 

the bi-annual PCA conference for professional development. 

Chaplains are required to receive regular supervision and attend external professional development course and 

encouraged to maintain a healthy lifestyle with a commitment to self-care, personal and professional 

development and are expected to take holidays when due to ensure rest and recuperation to perform and sustain 

their chaplaincy work.  It is essential for them to protect their physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being. 
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Mauz Kay, Faith and Wellbeing Adviser, Melaleuca Remand and Reintegration Facility is the new Chair of the 

PCA.  Melaleuca is a female maximum Security Facility in Canning Vale run by private operator Sodexo; named 

Melaleuca after an Australian native plant. This species of plants is known for its enduring and highly resilient 

properties and aptly reflects the rehabilitative philosophy of this new facility. 

Wandoo Prison for men, operated by Serco, closed mid-year and reopened in August 2018 as Wandoo 

Rehabilitation Prison, now operated by the Department of Justice as a dedicated Alcohol and other Drug 

rehabilitation prison for women in custody, as a minimum to maximum security facility.  

Acacia (Serco)Five (5) year Contract expires 30th June 2020 

Glengarry Hospital chaplaincy hours have been reduced from 10 to 8 hours a week and is renewed on an annual 

basis each December. 

Bunbury Regional Prison Expansion: In order to provide additional secure custodial accommodation for the male 

estate, the Department of Justice will be providing an additional 160 beds. 

Casuarina: 512 new beds across four units are approved and another 344 beds planned. One of the units will be 

Australia’s first alcohol and drug facility for the male prisons.  The second unit will be dealing with people with 

mental health problems. It is expected construction of two units will be completed in December 2019 and the 

other two in April, 2020. 

At Banksia Hill the youth detention centre, the coordinating chaplain used his initiative and presented young 

offenders who have completed the ALPHA courses with not only a certificate of participation but with a cross and 

chain which they have proudly worn. 

The break out from Greenough Regional Prison highlights the state-wide problem of understaffing, overcrowding 

and lockdowns. 

PRISON STATISTICS (www.abs.gov.au/ausstats) 

KEY FINDINGS 

Australian adult prisoner numbers continue to rise. 

The number of prisoners in adult corrective services custody increased by 4% from 41,202 at 30 June 2017 to 

42,974 at 30 June 2018.  

Between 2017 and 2018 the national imprisonment rate increased by 3% from 216 to 221 prisoners per 100,000 

adult population. 

Un-sentenced prisoners and sentenced prisoners 

The number of un-sentenced prisoners in adult corrective services custody increased by 7%, from 12,911 at 30 

June 2017 to 13,856 at 30 June 2018. Victoria had the largest change in un-sentenced prisoners, increasing 

22% (or 485 prisoners) from 30 June 2017. Sentenced prisoners increased by 3% from 28,199 to 29,030 

prisoners. 

Prisoner Profile 

Female prisoner numbers increased at a faster rate than male prisoners in 2018, up 10% (326 prisoners) from 30 

June 2017 to a total of 3,625 prisoners. Male prisoners increased 4% (1,438 prisoners) in the same time frame. 

Males continue to comprise the majority of the Australian prison population accounting for 92% of total prisoners.  

Most common offences for prisoners in Australia 

The most prevalent offences were:  

 Acts intended to cause injury (9,659 prisoners or 22%);  

 Illicit drug offences (6,779 prisoners or 16%); and  

 Sexual Assault and related offences (5,283 prisoners or 12%). 
 

 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats
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Since 2017, Illicit drug offences and Sexual Assault and related offences had the largest increases in number of 

prisoners, up 624 and 498 prisoners respectively. These two offences combined accounted for the majority 

(63%) of the national increase in the prison population. 

“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to 

the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners.” 

Isaiah 61:1 

ALAN JENNINGS 

CCWA Chaplaincy Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BANKSIA HILL JUVENILE DETENTION CENTRE REPORT FOR 2018 

 

2018 has been more settled at BH. There has been a significant decrease in staff assaults and incidents which I 

believe is a result of increased security measures. There has also been a significant drop in musters which are 

averaging around 115 male detainees and around 6 female detainees. 

BH has recently started a Barista Course for the older detainees which will enable them to be proficient to work in 

a coffee shop. BH has held several Cadetships throughout the year which have been well attended. These are 

run by military officers who give up their time to help the detainees in areas of discipline and self-respect. It also 

gives the detainees a snap shot of what life looks like in the forces. 

BH is different to any other facility in WA because it is the only Juvenile Detention Centre and the detainees are 

between 10 and 18 years of age. It is a maximum security facility. It has the highest percentage of Aboriginal 

detainees, at around 75%, which is very sad. To house a detainee for 12 months is very expensive, costing 

around $330,000 dollars.  

BH runs many sports orientated programs for the detainees, some of which are run by voluntary organisations. 

We have some very talented detainees who are extremely good at sport. Some detainees are good enough to be 

drafted for AFL and Basketball scholarships. BH also facilitates many rehabilitation courses by external 

providers. These help the detainees with their behavior, for example anger management, and equip them with 

life skills. Many of the detainees are already parents and so relationship courses are very valuable.  

PASTOR TONY WALKER 

Coordinating Chaplain  
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EASTERN GOLDFIELDS REGIONAL PRISON RREPORT 

 

The Goldfields Prison now has a muster of around 300 prisoners. A large percentage of prisoners are 

Indigenous. The Department of Corrective Services has allocated two days per week for Chaplaincy. Bill Kirkland 

from the Oasis Church provides one day per week while Joseph Yepwi does the other day. 

2018 has seen a lift in demand in all areas of Chaplaincy. Most Wednesday, Friday and Saturday mornings at 

least one Chaplain has been in attendance at the Prison throughout 2018.  Bill Kirkland has continued to be the 

Co-ordinating Chaplain.  

Chaplains visit all 4 units as well as CCU. On a weekly basis and often more, requests come from staff, prisoners 

and other non-government organisations for Chaplains to offer spiritual support in the form of prayer/listening 

and bible reading. Almost weekly there are prisoners who have family members who have passed on or are sick. 

Chaplains run or oversee weekly church services on Saturday mornings. We have a number of religious visitors 

who assist in these services. These services are usually very well attended and prove to be valuable to the 

prisoners. At Christmas and Easter special non-denominational services are provided by people/clergy from a 

range of churches in Kalgoorlie.  

Overall Chaplaincy services run quite smoothly at the Goldfields Prison. The Chaplains meet at least weekly with 

the Superintendent of non-custodial services. Throughout the year Chaplains have interacted with Centrecare, 

Salvation Army, other churches and other non-government organisations. 

PASTOR BILL KIRKLAND 

Coordinating Chaplain 

 

PRISON FELLOWSHIP AUSTRALIA  2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

 

 

2018 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Prison Fellowship Australia's vision is to share the gospel of Jesus Christ  
with prisoners and their families. 

 

2018 saw Prison Fellowship WA complete its 37th year of serving those affected by crime in the Perth 

metropolitan area, Geraldton, Albany, Bunbury and Mount Barker. 

Our Lord blessed our year with new volunteers and program facilitators which meant that we could increase the 

number of opportunities to share the Gospel with prisoners and their families through our various programs: 

Angel Tree 

We partnered with 101 churches to provide and deliver presents to 1452 children on behalf of 721 men and 

women who were in prison at Christmas time. 

Camp for Kids 

In 2018 we were able to run 4 camps for children and teenagers who have at least 1 parent in prison. This is a 

wonderful time for the children as it provides a safe space to talk about the issues they are facing - many children 

do not share with school friends and are often isolated. Sadly, we lost our funding for the camps for 2019 and we 

are seeking further funding and a new sustainable direction. 
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Letter Writing 

We have 3 letter writers currently corresponding with prisoners and 3 more letter writers waiting to be paired with 

an inmate. 

Prison Visitation (VIP) 

There are over 100 volunteers visiting prisoners in 14 prisons across the State. 2018 saw most prisons 

experiencing severe staff shortages which resulted in our volunteers not being able to enter Hakea, Bandyup and 

due to the riot Greenough prisons for many months. This appears to be resolving as more trained officers are 

entering the system. We continue to run Sunday services in Melaleuca and were running the service in Wandoo 

until a chaplain was appointed. 

Sycamore Tree Project 

This is our restorative justice program that is based on the story of Zaccheus and Jesus. 11 programs were held 

over 4 prisons – Acacia, Bunbury, Pardelup and Wooroloo. Recruiting people who have been victims of crime who 

are willing to go into prisons remains difficult – we would have been able to run more courses if we had more. 

 

The Prisoner’s Journey 

Our in-prison program that introduces prisoners to who Jesus is, why he came 

and what it means to follow him was launched in 2017. In 2018 we were able 

to run 17 programs in 7 prisons. We are looking at further expansion in 2019. 

 

Other Programs 

We have cancelled our annual Ladies Day due to low attendance and high 

costs. 

We provided 14 prisons with 6000 calendars for 2018 and have repeated this in 2019. We understand that Emmaus 

will be providing calendars into the WA prison system in the near future and, if this eventuates, we will reassess 

whether we continue this service. 

 

Prison Fellowship is incredibly grateful for all the support that we receive from chaplains and the Prison Chaplains 

Association. It is truly a blessing to be involved in ministering to prisoners together and pray that each and every 

chaplain knows the hand of our Lord on their work in 2019. We continue to pray for a successful renewing of the 

contract with the Department of Corrective Services. 

 

God bless. 

 
SUE OLIVER 

State Manager 
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN INC. – WESTERN AUSTRALIAN UNIT 

The work of the Western Australian Unit of Australian Church Women has progressed well during 2018. 

A Day of Reflection was held at the home of our President, Gill Muir, in April. The leader was Anne Steed 

Fellowship Day Services were held at Maylands Anglican Church, Mandurah Anglican Church, Bunbury Catholic 

Cathedral, and Capel Uniting Church. Busselton ladies united with Bunbury ladies with an attendance of 75. 

Mandurah had an attendance of 56. Reports indicated that the services were enjoyed by all and offerings for the 

Winifred Kiek Scholarship were good. 

World Community Day Services were held at the Uniting Church, Carlisle, the Salvation Army, Busselton, Capel 

Uniting Church, the Anglican Church, Mandurah and the Catholic Church, Australind. The National President of 

ACW, Mrs. Fran Moss of Brisbane, was the speaker at Carlisle, Busselton and Mandurah. Reports have shown 

that the service was enjoyed and attendances were good. The general offering which is shared between Asian 

Church Women’s Conference and the ACW National Project of the year and the Fellowship of the Least Coin 

offerings were very good. 

We enjoyed the visit of our National President and were also able 

to take her to visit our two National Life members, Janet Watts and 

Leeola Loughnan as well as some sightseeing. 

This year has seen work on updating the constitution by Margaret 

Ker. We have also increased knowledge of ACW in the community 

by the President’s newsletter, by distributing copies of a State 

Information leaflet and by updating our report forms. We have been 

represented on National Council of Women WA and the World Day 

of Prayer Committees. Our members have worked on Social 

Justice Issues. We wrote to the Commissioner of Police 

congratulating him on his apology for the treatment of indigenous 

people in the justice system and received a reply. 

Margaret Ker has donated a new President’s Bible to the Unit. 

Work has been done in filling in some of the gaps in the listing of 

Unit Presidents. We are hoping to complete the process with the 

help of Marion Ward, National Council of Women WA Archivist. The 

Bible was presented to our President by the ACW National 

President at our World Community Day Service in Carlisle.  

A number of our members have had ongoing health concerns and some are no longer able to attend meetings. 

Our members support each other well. 

Thanks goes to the small group of members who work hard together to advance our Unit 

.MAJOR LAUREL PEARCE 

Secretary.  ACW. WA. Unit. 
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WA WORLD DAY OF PRAYER BIENNIAL REPORT 2018 

We give thanks for the Committee which has 

worked harmoniously through the past year and 

we pray that with God’s blessing we may continue 

to serve. Elections at the AGM in June 2018 were 

President Dr Susette Bakker, Secretary Denise 

Elvish and Treasurer Joy Parnell 

The country of focus was The Republic of Suriname, a small country on the NE coast of South America and the 

theme of the service was ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good’. Suriname with a population of 540,000 is a country 

of beauty and high biodiversity with over 90% of the country covered in pristine tropical rainforest. It is a country 

blessed with multi ethnic groups and cuisine with rice common almost to almost all groups of the population.   

Once again St Alban’s proved a central location for the parcels to be packed and later collected by the 

Convenors who took an active interest in listening to suggestions of how they might prepare for their service on 

the first Friday in March. In summary the 2018 Report Form revealed that services were held in 99 venues 

throughout WA: in churches, retirement villages, and schools with a total attendance of 3,355. The offering for 

the day was $27,044 from which $20,000 was donated to the Bible Society for projects in Suriname and $2000 to 

further Aboriginal translations of the Bible.  

We take this opportunity to once again thank Kathy Coulson for her involvement with the pre-planning and 

printing of the service orders. 

Due to ill health and other family situations two of our members, Kay Vernon and Kathleen Maxwell, have 

unfortunately resigned. Together they represented the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, which itself has 

decided to close due to being unable to attract members. 

We welcomed a new member to our committee, Mrs Denise Elvish, who represents the Mothers’ Union, her 

experience and contribution are most appreciated. 

Kathy Coulson and Ethel Sayers attended the National WDP Meeting in Brisbane. 

Rick Pekan, the Church and Community Relations Officer with the Bible Society in WA, continues his amazingly 

enthusiastic work in promoting the Bible Society, thankyou Rick. He was one of the Guest Speakers at the WDP 

Perth City service at St Johns and has promoted many local events including the Stations of the Cross Exhibition 

in Wesley Church, Mandorla Art Award, Festival of Religious Art at Notre Dame University and Hymn fest. 

Our appreciation goes to Wesley Church for the use of their Guild Room for our city meetings and also to St. 

Albans Church for the use of their hall for our Packing and Convenors’ days. Without access to these facilities, 

without charge, our committee would be struggling to find a suitable place to meet: thank you.  

The country of focus for 2019 is Slovenia with the theme ‘Come – Everything Is Ready’. 

We look forward to another busy year blessed by God.  

JENNIE EDWARDS 
December 2018 
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AUSTRALIAN STUDENT CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT 

The Western Australian Area of the ASCM is a small group of current and previous 

students (called ‘Friends’) who seek to initiate/deepen members’ faith in God and in 

Jesus Christ as friend and Saviour.  This group, operating since 1896 in Australia, 

and 1917 in Western Australia, continues, as it always has, to foster the future 

leadership of the Church. 

They realise that learning is impossible without an openness to questioning, and 

strong commitment to the Gospel depends upon accepting honest answers to these 

questions. 

In the first part of 2018, our main project was to organise the national AGM and its following National 

Conference. This was held in the Mount Lawley/Maylands Uniting Church Centre in Railway Parade Mount 

Lawley 14th to 15th July. 

The AGM confirmed John Biswas as National Coordinator, Andika Mongilala as National Treasurer and Claudine 

Chionh as Database and Communications Officer. 

The National Conference included speakers’ Dr Carolyn Tan (Aboriginal Justice and the Law), The Rev Dr Sandy 

Yule (SCM at the Centre and at the Fringe), Barrie Baker (East Timur Justice Issues) and The Rev Mark 

Baumgarten (Youth Ministry Iss) 

Local ASCM member Elkin Meleng attended an international WSCF Conference in Korea in August 2018 looking 

at politics and justice in the context of a divided Korea. She was the official representative from Australia. 

Starting in November 2018, the local group (of eight members) has been meeting on the third Tuesday of the 

month at the home of Clare and Tyson Menck for a shared meal and discussion – see the photograph above. 

BARRIE BAKER 
Chair WA Area Council 

28 January 2019 
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SOCIAL REINVESTMENT WA REPORT 

Sister Margaret Scharf 

President of Council of Churches WA Inc. 

01/02/19 

Dear Sister Margaret 

Social Reinvestment WA has had an active year of growth with the all our coalition working diligently towards 

justice reform in WA, to reduce the overrepresentation of Aboriginal people in our justice system.  

We would like to extend our most sincere thanks to the Council of Churches for helping to make some of this 

work possible through your generous contribution.  

Fine Default Reform Advocacy 

Western Australia is the only state to continue to use imprisonment as a regular penalty for people unable to pay 

fines. More often than not, the people imprisoned for being unable to pay are societies most vulnerable and 

disadvantaged members- single mothers and the elderly. Social Reinvestment WA has been campaigning for 

fine default reform for the past two years. We started last year with the “Who’s Gonna Make the Gravy?” 

campaign to get fine defaulters out of prison for Christmas, and have continued to meet with legislators, and 

state politicians to demand change. We updated our policy paper to reflected developments which can be found 

on our website, and were successful in gaining a commitment from the Attorney General to introduce reforms, 

including a Work and Development option by July 2019. We will be involved in consultations regarding the new 

law reform and legislation. These reforms will ensure prison can only be administered as a last resort in 

exceptional circumstances. SRWA’s consistency advocacy has been a major contribution to the changes about 

to be implemented.  

The Storytelling Campaign: Changing WA hearts and minds.  

Social Reinvestment WA believe that human stories are the most powerful agents of change. We have spent the 

last 4 months developing a Justice Storytelling initiative telling the stories of people with lived experiences, to 

raise public awareness about the current issues in our justice system. The storytelling campaign consists of a 

Podcast series (in post- production); 3 short videos; a collection of stories in mini-book form; an online action 

portal; and a public launch event on March 22nd, which we would love to see you at. We believe these stories will 

challenge existing tough on crime narratives and build public momentum to support our call for change.  

Closing the Gap Refresh Work  

This year the federal government announced a 10 year Review and Refresh of the Closing the Gap Targets. 

After listening to the wishes of the communities and organisations we work with, we began advocacy work to see 

a Justice Target included in the next Closing the Gap goals. SRWA submitted an extensive submission to the 

Closing the Gap Refresh Committee, outlining our vision for targets to see a reduced number of children ending 

up in child protection systems, and a reduced number of Aboriginal people in the justice system. We met with the 

Attorney General, Minister for Communities, Treasurer, and Members from the Greens to call for these targets 

inclusion, as well as with the Department of Premier and Cabinet. Sophie attended the Perth workshops and 

pushed the justice target agenda. We are confident justice targets will be on the final Closing the Gap goals, and 

a priority for WA’s Government in the next year.  



27. 

The Road to a Western Australian Justice Reinvestment Site  

It was an exciting and progressive year for our trial site prospects with the development and preliminary designs 

of a Trial site model taking place. We succeeded in securing grant for the employment of a researcher to begin  

Phase 2, which is to begin a state-wide mapping to identify a site for our Social Reinvestment Model. We have 

been in close contact and hope to forge a stronger partnership with Halls Creek community who have reached 

out for support in developing their own justice reinvestment project. Phase three will be co-design with the 

selected community, and commencement of the Justice Reinvestment project.  We were able to upskill by 

sending Sophie Stewart to Canberra as our representative at the first ever Justice Reinvestment Network of 

Australia national conference, where we gained significant insight into successes around Australia. 

Other Developments 

With our Coalition growing to 24 members and several affiliate organisations, our ability to make a positive 

impact on the lives of WA’s most disadvantaged groups is always on the rise. With three dedicated sub 

committees meeting monthly, as well as the whole Coalition, we’re kept pretty busy. SRWA also made countless 

presentations this year at events, universities and co-hosted the youth Justice Day at the YACWA Conference. 

We continue to be led by Co-Chairpersons Glenda Kickett and Daniel Morrison; have hosted several interns and 

volunteers; hired a new Project officer Donna Self; and our Coordinator Sophie Stewart was seconded 

temporarily to the Department of Premier and Cabinet to assist in development of state-wide Justice Reform. 

Again, thank you to the Council of Churches WA for their financial contribution and their support. If it were not for 

our supporters and members who feel so passionately and share our determination to make a change and 

address the overrepresentation of Aboriginal people in our justice system, it would not be possible to achieve 

these results. Our entire funding to do this work- from paying employees, to advocacy, policy submissions, 

community engagement and directly supporting Justice Reinvestment projects in communities continues to come 

from donations such as yours.  

Best regards from all of us, 

Social Reinvestment WA. 

Social Reinvestment WA (SRWA) is a coalition of not-for-profits working towards an innovative vision of justice in Western Australia. We 
develop alternative solutions and advocate for reforms that promote a smarter approach to justice. Solutions that build safer communities, 
healthier families, and reduce expenditure linked with unending cycles of incarceration.  
We know that communities experiencing high levels of trauma, disadvantage, poverty and marginalisation are vulnerable. Social 
Reinvestment WA vision is to work with communities, the social services sector, and government to close the justice gap and end the 
overrepresentation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the justice system in WA.

www.socialreinvestmentwa.org.au 

srwa@wacoss.org.au 

Facebook: Social Reinvestment WA 

http://www.socialreinvestmentwa.org.au/
mailto:srwa@wacoss.org.au


APPENDIX 1























APPENDIX 2














	2018a AGM BOOK OF REPORTS.pdf
	CCWA constitution(current).pdf



